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UK Second Life Report 
May 2008 – April 2009 
 

Introduction  

This is the second annual report of the University of Kentucky Second Life project group, describing 
activities that have taken place since the original report was submitted in April 2008.  The first report 
was a 6-month progress report focused on how the project was established.  This report will focus on 
events, classes, research and other activities representing a full year of work on the island. 

Background 

Second Life (http://secondlife.com/) is a 3-D virtual world application used for social interaction and, 
increasingly, for education. Users create representations of themselves called avatars to communicate 
with others as well as to explore and create a vast virtual civilization. 

University of KY Island came into being in November 2007. The island, or virtual space specifically set 
aside for University of Kentucky educational uses, was purchased by the Office of Undergraduate 
Education. Wildcat Thursday, an administrative avatar representing the University of Kentucky, 
purchased the island and continues to serve as a manager-coordinator of UK Second Life Education 
activities. 

Events, May 2008 – April 2009 

The following activities took place during this past year on University of KY Island in Second Life:  

• Transfer Day on UK Island (May 16, 2008).  A virtual equivalent of the “real life” transfer day 
held on campus each spring.  Avatars Decisions Looming, Dailey Blitz and others were present 
on the island to answer all of questions about the transfer process, admissions, scholarships, 
and more. 

• Party Like a Politician! (May 19, 2008).  It’s the day before the Kentucky primary so come on out 
and rock the vote! We’ll have music and dancing, information and freebies from the campaigns, 
and representatives from the SL campaign headquarters four of the presidential candidates.  
Don’t be surprised if an informal debate or two arises during the festivities! Music provided by 
WRFL. 

• Second Life 5th Birthday (June 30 to July 7, 2008).  University of KY Island is doing an exhibit as 
part of the celebration of Second Life’s 5th Birthday. Educational exhibits run during the second 
week of the two-week event. 

• UK at Info Island Gallery (July-August 2008). The UK Department of Art was invited to present an 
exhibit of student photographic work in the Library Art Gallery at Info Island. Works by three 

http://secondlife.com/�


2 

 

students of Dmitry Starkovsky were installed on the main floor of the gallery. The exhibit was 
the first in the newly rededicated gallery on the central island of the Alliance Virtual Library 
sims. 

• Pimp My Avatar on University of KY Island! (August 25, 2008).  As part of K-Week, UK’s annual 
welcome for new students, University of KY Island hosted an inworld celebration during the 
Hubbub event at our real-life William T. Young Library. A computer classroom was set aside to 
show students what the virtual UK space looked like as well as help them create their own 
avatar. A few students taking Dr. Hollingsworth’s class took this opportunity to get a head start 
on the avatar building process. 

• Rowdy KYians training session (August 8, 2008).  Several University of KY Island residents 
participated in this real-life training session at the University of Louisville. The session was 
hosted by David Horrar from Student Affairs at UofL. 

• University of KY Island: Celebrating our First Semester (August-October, 2008).  This exhibit, 
hosted in the virtual William T. Young Library space, was intended to highlight events and 
activities held on University of KY Island during our first semester of operation (Spring, 2008).  
We wanted to celebrate the work of our island residents and we hope the exhibit will be useful 
to other colleges and universities, particularly those who are are just beginning to explore 
Second Life.  

• Stitching Pieces of Time: Kentucky Quilting Traditions and The Wade Hall Quilt Collection, 
(November-December, 2008).  An exhibit created to showcase the rich quilting heritage in 
Kentucky. Several quilts from the real-life W.T. Young Library’s Wade Hall Quilt Collection were 
transformed into 3-D images and hung in the virtual W.T. Young Library along with archival 
photos and information about this artistic, historic and culturally significant tradition. 

• Harvest Festival and Bluegrasss Performance by Hog Operation (November 21, 2008) To open 
the Stitching Pieces of Time Quilt Exhibit, a Harvest Festival was held that featured our island’s 
first live streaming music event as performed by real-life Bluegrass band Hog Operation. This 
well known Bluegrass band was scheduled to perform as part of the real-life Bluegrass in the 
Bluegrass music concert series held in the real-life John Jacob Niles Center for American Music. 
Each band member was represented in-world by various avatar volunteers (including our very 
own Wildcat) playing virtual bluegrass instruments. 

• AM Radio art installation (November, 2008).  The artist who goes by the moniker “AM Radio” is 
legendary in Second Life. His environmental installations are among the most visited and most 
talked about places. The artist who  brought us “The Far Away” came to the University of 
Kentucky’s SL island with a brand new installation Saturday, November 15, at 6:00 PM SLT (9:00 
PM EST). This was another landmark event for the SL art world, and most certainly for the UK 
Art Department’s gallery in SL, significantly raising our visibility and stature in this burgeoning 
area of virtual work. AM Radio’s installation in the sky above UK’s sim was called “Beneath the 
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Tree that Died.” It expanded over the entire sim and beyond, with its own distant horizon and 
landscape. The atmospheric space was a scene on a lonely road through the plains with an old 
car abandoned beneath a huge dead tree hanging in the air above. There were dragonflies 
flitting about and umbrellas blowing in the wind.  The opening events were attended by large 
crowds of SL arts aficionados from all over the world. 

• On Campus: Second Life video exhibit (December, 2008-January, 2009).  Second Life — 
particularly University of KY Island — is the focus of a new video exhibit in the Hub, the 
University of Kentucky’s Information Commons located in the basement of the William T. Young 
Library.  Six videos featuring educational activities in Second Life will be on display on the Video 
Windows on the outside walls of the central rotunda.  Two of the six videos feature the island 
specifically:  The tour of the island filmed earlier this year and a video tour of the recent exhibit 
“University of KY Island: Celebrating our First Semester“.  The exhibit also includes a brief 
introduction to educational uses of Second Life. 

• Condos in Heaven (January-March, 2009).  University of Kentucky Department of Art presented 
a new installation on the University of KY sim by renowned SL artist Bryn Oh. Following the 
enormous success of the AM Radio installation, Bryn similarly used the entire breadth of the 
sim to create an infinite misty white environment without horizons. Condos tells a post-
apocalyptic  story of a time after the robots had taken over the world and had then conquered 
heaven itself for their amusement and consumption. Bryn is well known for her brilliant use of 
SL to tell fantastic stories with great emotional impact.  

• WKU and UK faculty in Second Life (March 27, 2009).  The Faculty Center for Excellence in 
Teaching at Western Kentucky University, the University of Kentucky’s Office of Undergraduate 
Education & TASC hosted a discussion, demonstration session and island tours of the UK and 
WKU islands in Second Life. 

• On-Campus “Drop-In” Session (April 10, 2009).  Information session intended for University of 
Kentucky students, faculty and staff who are new to Second Life.  Members of the UK 
community who are active in Second Life will be available for questions and demonstration 
throughout the day. 

• Anatomy Students train in Second Life (April 16 and 23, 2009). On April 16th, teaching faculty 
from the Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, College of Medicine, held their first 
Second Life class activity with student volunteers on the UK Island.  A virtual anatomy lab was 
constructed on the island incorporating interactive stations equipped with supplemental 
multimedia, while a simulated cadaver “walked” among the student group. Student avatars 
attended the one hour session wearing “virtual” scrubs and lab coats, and were asked to 
interact with fellow classmates and faculty avatars in the study of the anterior compartment of 
the thigh. On April 23, a second meeting was held to gather student feedback including positive 
remarks--Peer learning, the ability to get positive and instantaneous feedback from the 
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instructors, along with the role of anonymity played through the use of avatars, allowed for free 
and open exchange of ideas. The formative feedback will guide revision and expansion of the 
Second Life experience, complete construction of the virtual anatomy lab, and prepare for 
teaching ANA 209 in-world (see courses below). 

 

Courses on University of KY Island 

The following classes used the island during the May, 2008 – April, 2009 period covered by this report. 

• Discovery Seminar Program 110 – Between Shadow and Light: Co-mingling in Physical and 
Virtual Communities (Fall 2008).  This seminar for first-year students asks big questions: Why do 
we form communities? What do we gain from our participation in communities? What do we 
give up to belong to communities? How are communities in virtual worlds different from real 
life? What does the phenomenal growth of virtual worlds such as Second Life tell us about 
ourselves? 

• COM 252-Interpersonal Communication (Spring 2009).  Undergraduate course, contact Jennifer 
Robinette, Communications & Information Studies, Jennifer.Robinette@uky.edu (SL: 
NTerraActivity Writer) 

• ANA 209 – Principles of Human Anatomy (Spring 2009).  April Richardson, Anatomy & 
Neurobiology  (arich3@uky.edu);  Jennifer Brueckner, Assistant Dean of Medical Education 
(jennifer.brueckner@uky.edu).  We are in the process of building a virtual anatomy lab on the 
UK’s island where pre-professional  students can convene to discuss anatomy, relevant case 
studies, and palpations. We are piloting this study with a small group of undergraduates that 
took ANA 209 last semester. 

• PS 545 American Political Thought (Spring 2009).  Chris Rice, Political Science, 
christopher.rice@uky.edu (SL: Ricetopher Freenote).  PS545 explores contemporary American 
political thought, its formation and the ways in which it is involved in major problems of culture, 
political economy, ideology, community and identity. 

 

Research on University of KY Island 

The following research project was conducted on the island during the May, 2008 – April, 2009 period 
covered by this report. 

• Communications Dissertation work (Spring, 2009).  A Communication Immersion Experience Lab 
is established on the UKSL Island in partnership with master builders in real and Second Life.  
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The Lab has PowerPoint presentation capability and large screen (one wall in the classroom) 
with writing/sketching capability on the walls and easels set up in the team meeting/instructor 
consultation area;15 different rooms (equipped with doors labeled for each different immersion 
experience) with video, audio, and PowerPoint capabilities on all room walls a round table and 
four chairs in the center; ability to mark the Communication Immersion Experience Lab and 
individual rooms as private/inaccessible due to “Immersion Experience in Session”; building 
privileges for Instructor and to assign building privileges to specific students for a certain 
amount of time; no bumping/shoving activated. The Lab is utilized in experiments during which 
two groups of participants are required to complete a list of tasks in Second Life.  One group has 
no experience in Second Life and the second group has a minimum of one month’s experience in 
Second Life. Study participants complete a Pre-Test measuring computer skills and experience 
and a Post-Test measuring perceived interactivity. Participant interactions in Second Life are 
recorded using video equipment, and physiological responses of participants are measured 
during the experiment. The study will illuminate the phenomenon of interactivity and the 
human experience of it with the intention of establishing interface skill level as a critical factor 
determining whether or not interactivity is experienced.  In addition, the Communication 
Immersion Experience Lab will be used as an instructional aid for at least two sections of COM 
252, interpersonal communication.   A post-immersion experience survey will be used to 
evaluate the effectiveness of Second Life for developing interpersonal communication skills and 
knowledge among COM 252 students.  Project contact – Jennifer Robinette, Communications & 
Information Studies, Jennifer.Robinette@uky.edu (SL: NTerraActivity Writer) 

 

Links and Resources 

News about University of KY Island and Residents 

• RezLibris Magazine: Antique Quilt Collection Becomes Newest Exhibit on the University of 
Kentucky Island: http://www.rezlibris.com/archive/222-antique-quilt-collection-becomes-
newest-exhibit-on-the-university-of-kentucky-island.html 

• RezLibris Magazine: Beneath the Tree That Died, a New Installment by AM Radio: 
http://www.rezlibris.com/archive/220-beneath-the-tree-that-died-a-new-installment-by-am-
radio-.html  

• Second Life Info Session in Real Life: 
http://news.uky.edu/news/display_article.php?category=0&artid=4553&type=1  

• A Virtual Education Treasure Chest Debuts...:  
https://blogs.secondlife.com/community/learninginworld/blog/2009/03/06/a-virtual-
education-treasure-chest-debuts  
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Island resources 

• University of KY Island’s blog may be found at http://ukisland.wordpress.com/ 

• The island SLURL is http://slurl.com/secondlife/University%20of%20KY/179/147/30 

• The UK SLED group SharePoint site is https://sharepoint.uky.edu/UserGroups/SLED 

• The UK Second Life Listserv is UKSL-L@lsv.uky.edu 

• University of KY Island Flickr group:  http://www.flickr.com/groups/ukisland/  

• Video tour of the island (from June, 2008):  http://u.nu/8u9k  

 

General SL resources 

• Second Life’s URL is http://secondlife.com 

• The Second life Education Portal may be found at http://secondlifegrid.net/programs/education 

• The Second Life Education Mailing List (SLED) is 
https://lists.secondlife.com/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/educators 
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