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Between Shadow and Light in a Global Village:  
Co-mingling in Physical and Virtual Communities  

A&S 100-008, Spring 2012 
TR 5:00-6:15 p.m.; Keeneland Residence Hall Classroom #2 

 
Instructor: Richard Greissman, rgreiss@uky.edu, 257-2471 
   office hours at Keeneland Hall Room 1: Sundays 9-11 p.m.  
 

Instructor: Randolph Hollingsworth, dolph@uky.edu, 257-0047 
   office hours at 551 Patterson Office Tower and UKY SL Student Center:  
   Tuesdays, 8-9 am & Fridays, 12:30-1:30 pm  

 
Course Description: Why do we form communities? What do we gain individually and collectively from our 
participation in communities? What do we give up to belong to communities? Does our gender, socio-economic 
status, sexual orientation, ethnicity or race make a difference? How are communities in virtual worlds different 
from real life? In virtual worlds such as Second Life, many international groups have crafted their own settings 
and activities - what can we here in Kentucky learn from avatars or a virtual community crafted by people from 
another country?  In this course we will examine these and other questions about the nature of communities, 
both in the virtual world of Second Life and in real life. We will explore how our participation in virtual 
communities affects our understanding of social and personal identity, and what implications this might have for 
the dynamics of social interaction in our real life communities 

 

Course Goals: In this course, students will learn 
 To work collaboratively in explorations of a virtual world, the immersive environment of Second Life, 

especially as social/community environments crated by people from other cultures;  
 About their new personal identity as a University student expressed in social networks at the University 

of Kentucky and in Second Life;  
 To listen to people of other cultures as they interact within their own communities and reflect 

thoughtfully on how their communities differ from or are similar to their own; and, 
 To reflect thoughtfully and respectfully engage in discussions about how nationality, gender, socio-

economic status, sexual orientation, ethnicity or race contribute to our understandings of social and 
personal identity. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  Strong reading, writing, oral communication and interpersonal skills are necessary for 
successful completion of this course. Students are expected to have, and to continue to develop, the ability to 
learn new ideas, to process them in relation to current knowledge, and to recombine them to form new ideas, 
products, or processes. By the end of this course, students will be able to more effectively:  

 use analytical skills in reading, listening, observing, writing and speaking about social and political issues 
(such as racism, xenophobia, conservatism or feminism) in order to demonstrate an enhanced 
understanding of your own views - as well as those of others;  

 function as a member of an efficient working group, thus better understanding how our learning and 
cooperation can prepare us to challenge social institutions and practices that marginalize, subordinate 
and devalue particular groups of people; and, 

 utilize digital media, online collaborative platforms (including a blog and a virtual world) effectively for 
social networking as well as scholarly communication tools; 
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 venture further into cross-cultural communities and resources to demonstrate an understanding of and 
appreciation for both the diversity and commonality of our lives, identities and dreams across time, 
place and social groupings. 

Course Requirements: This is a seminar and students are expected to come to class with notes from the 
assigned readings, with questions and critical commentary seen as an important part of the academic dialogs. 
This means that we expect each student to have read the assignments in advance and be ready to participate in 
class - students' journal blogs and the course wiki should be conducted in scholarly ways to encourage and 
support the course goals.  Check the class blog <http://ukshadowlight.wordpress.com> daily or be sure and set 
your account so that you watch for updates. 
 

 
 Second Life Group Project: In groups of three or four, each student will participate in an exploration of 

the virtual world, Second Life, and practice close observation techniques in field research.  Create a free 
account at http://secondlife.com – be sure and use a name that keeps your real name private.  You will 
use this pseudonym for your interviews of inworld residents as part of your explorations into other 
communities. 
      IPAD APPs  to download: TagPad and Dropbox (for interviewing and storing the audio files) 
 

 Journal Blog: Each student will regularly write an original, interesting and comprehensive blog entry to 
show a close reading and analysis of assigned readings and of themes, characters and events that 
provide further understanding of the topic of this course. This blog account should be created at 
http://www.wordpress.com using the student's Second Life avatar name in order to maintain 
appropriate anonymity on a blog with public access. Comments on your peer's blogs should be signed 
using this pseudonym also.  
      IPAD APP to download after you create your Wordpress account: Wordpress (for blogging) and 
Flipboard (for browsing news and international media outlets for current events) 
 

 Final Presentation: Each group will organize and present their work in a clear and compelling way at the 
UK Perennial Peace Garden in Second Life.  
      IPAD APP to download: Educreations Interactive Whiteboard or whatever other application to create 
a multimedia file for uploading to the ukshadowlight.wordpress project page and presenting in Second 
Life  

Grading:  

Journal blog in ukshadowlight.wordpress class site - 40% 

Second Life project field notes and interviews in TagPad - 40% 

Final Presentation on Group Page in ukshadowlight.wordpress site - 20% 

A&S Wired 
Free Apps To Download To Use on your iPad 

 
Wordpress – for quick posting to the class blog 
TagPad – for interviewing, storing field notes, recording audio 
Dropbox – for storing and sharing TagPad files 
Flipboard – for easy viewing of international news media  
Educreations Interactive Whiteboard - for multimedia file creation 

http://secondlife.com/
http://www.wordpress.com/
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Your grades are available to you anytime in OpenClass (www.uky.edu/google) which is a new, private system 
within UK’s Google Apps.  You will need a UK Google Apps account (username@g.uky.edu) to login.  If you are 
new to UK Google, please visit MyUK Account Manager (https://ukam.uky.edu/manager/Account/Login.aspx) 
and enter your LinkBlue user name and password.  Under email, you will see UK Google Apps Education Edition.  
Click there to set up your account. For step-by-step instructions, go to 
http://webapps.uky.edu/ukit/help/emailuserguides/newstudentgoogleapps.  

Visit our Google site (www.uky.edu/google) and enter your @g.uky.edu account information. Click on the 
OpenClass link near the bottom of the list of available apps. You will then be taken to your OpenClass 
dashboard. Select our course from the list on the left and you will be taken to our course website.  

The University of Kentucky is engaged in an OpenClass pilot this semester as a design partner with Pearson to 
help improve OpenClass for future use. OpenClass is in “beta release” meaning that the product is not as 
finished as a final release. As a result, we may, from time to time, encounter quirks in OpenClass.  Pearson and 
UKIT are providing close support to our course this semestser for the pilot, so any issues should be resolved 
quickly. You will not be penalized due to any failure or error on the part of Pearson or OpenClass.  If you have an 
issue with OpenClass, please let me know and contact the UK Help Desk immediately. 

Assigned Readings/Materials:  

Elijah Anderson, “The Cosmopolitan Canopy” ANNALS, AAPSS  (September 2004) 595: 14-31. 

An online reader/aggregator with at least 5 media outlets for current international events 

Kwame Anthony Appiah, “Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in the World of Strangers,” (speech at UC Santa 
Barbara, February 1, 2006), UC Television (October 29, 2008), http://youtu.be/esZQ2cf2Gkw 

 
Optional resources available in the U.K. Libraries:   

Anderson, Elijah. The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life. New York: Norton, 2011.   
Appiah, Kwame Anthony. Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in the World of Strangers. New York: Norton, 2006. 
Tapley, Rebecca. Designing Your Second Life. California: New Riders, 2008. 

  

Course Policies: We will only identify each other by avatar name when we are in Second Life and in your 
blogs to preserve anonymity and protect your privacy rights. You should not tell anyone who is not part of our 
class the real names of your classmates either. 
 Attendance: Student participation is vital to the success of the course and the work of the project groups - 

so attendance is mandatory and will be part of your overall grade in a variety of ways. Tardiness is disruptive 
to the scholarly discussions underway and rude to your classmates. If extenuating circumstances force you 
to be late or absent, discuss the situation with your group members AND either of the course instructors at 
least one day before the class meeting.  

 Late Work: All work is due on the day assigned, so students should plan far in advance so to make sure no 
work is late. Your groupwork and blog entries cannot be late - this part of the students' work is similar to 
their attendance in class. Late work affects your overall grade in a variety of ways. If you wish to maintain 
full credit for a scheduled assignment, you must in advance negotiate with your instructors and your team to 
find an acceptable compromise within a week of the original deadline. You will not be allowed to make up 
for a responsibility you have in this class unless you have communicated with us to make alternative 
arrangements before the scheduled date and time. 

http://www.uky.edu/google
https://ukam.uky.edu/manager/Account/Login.aspx
http://www.uky.edu/google
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 Plagiarism, Cheating, and Incivilities: All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to 
their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought, research, 
or self-express. In cases where students feel unsure about a question of plagiarism involving their work, they 
should look at the Ombud's website (www.uky.edu/Ombud) where they can find a paper on the definition 
of plagiarism and a tutorial. See also Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities (6.3.1 at 
www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/art2.html). A first offence of plagiarism will earn a failing grade on the 
assignment in question; and you will not be allowed to submit any further work without a conference with 
your instructors during which you show us a draft of your work. The second offence will deserve a more 
public hearing by the Ombud with a permanent record being established in your academic file. Similarly, 
students shall respect the dignity of all others and positively value differences among members of our 
academic community. Open discussion and debate aid academic discovery and students have the right to 
respectfully disagree. Students have the right to take reasoned exception and to voice opinions contrary to 
those offered by the instructor and/or other students (S.R. 6.2.1) Equally, faculty has the right - and the 
responsibility - to ensure that all academic discourse occurs in a context characterized by respect and civility. 
Students shall not engage in attacks of a personal nature or make statements denigrating another on the 
basis of race, sex, religion, sexual orientation, age, national/regional origin or other irrelevant factors 
(www.uky.edu/USC/New/SenateRulesMain.htm). 

 Accommodations: Any student in need of special accommodations in order to meet the requirements of the 
course should inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester. Any student with a special educational 
need who is taking this course and needs classroom or exam accommodations should contact the Disability 
Resource Center, 257-2754, Rm 2 Alumni Gym, jkarnes@uky.edu. 

Unit I: INTRODUCTION 
Who am I - where? A Geo-biography  

 In real life (Bafa Bafa, autobio-cube, roles and ground rules for your workgroup) 
 In Second Life (creating an avatar, creating groups and SL covenants) 

 

Unit II: EXPLORING COMMUNITIES 
What’s going on around me? How do I behave when I encounter someone different from me? 

 In Second Life (teleporting to selected non-USA-oriented environments and recording 
observations, exploring “the other” and analyzing personal assumptions and perceptions) 

 In real life (cosmopolitanism, inventory of international events and communities, creating a 
research model for exploring how a particular community functions, the Golden Rule and the 
ethical imperative of ethnography) 

Unit III:  CONCLUSION 
Define community and the role of the individual. What’s the difference between the virtual world and 
real life communities? How does the notion of a global community work for UK students either inworld 
or in real life? If I were to travel abroad for my future studies, where would I go and why? 
 

SOME HINTS AND INFORMATION ON HOW ALL THIS WORKS 
 
Journal Blog - 40% of the grade 
 This is not a formal writing exercise. Instead, this important requirement is to facilitate your efforts to 
understand the complexities of this course better by reflection. For example, you will be asking yourself, “What 
do I not know?” A journal is not just a diary (which concentrates only on the “I” perspective) and not only class 

http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/art2.html
http://www.uky.edu/USC/New/SenateRulesMain.htm
mailto:jkarnes@uky.edu
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reading notes (which concentrate only on the “it”), but a rich and unusual combination of the two. Your journal 
will be graded by the number (and regularity) of entries that relate to the assigned readings and projects.  
 Create your Second Life free account first – use a pseudonym – DO NOT USE YOUR REAL NAME. Go to 
https://join.secondlife.com. Then create your Wordpress account using the name of your avatar in Second Life. 
 You must write at least two entries each week and add comments to at least two of your classmates' 
journals each week -- and these must be posted no later than Monday and Wednesday of each week. At the end 
of each Unit we will post in the OpenClass gradebook a grade for your posts and comments on others’ posts up 
to that point. No entries should be posted late since you are expected to keep your journal blog up to date each 
week. A journal blog entry allows you to take three important steps toward understanding a text, visual or 
narrative: 

1. create a summary of the main points an author makes or the main characteristics of an image or an 
event in a community you observe,  

2. identify the areas of the text or observations that are hardest for you to understand; and  
3. react to, to contemplate in writing, and to create a context and connections for these main points. 

 
Be sure to follow these basic guidelines as you write. 

Blog Guidelines 

Write regularly and informally. This task will be much easier for you if you write your entry at the same time of 
day. Use a comfortable style, knowing that this is a time for reflection, and not a formal paper. It is a way also 
for your classmates to get to know you. 

1. Skim the Anderson journal article and listen to the Appiah speech early in the course; watch for news 
articles and other particular texts you wish to analyze further.  

2. Use this journal as a way to explore what you are learning. You will be an active listener/participant in class -
- it is expected that you comment on classroom experiences in your journal entries. Summarize the 
conversations you have with your classmates or comment on how effective your workgroup is working (or 
not). Collect quotes, clippings from screen images or even videoclips, and add your own comments to make 
the entry useful and interesting. Attend outside lectures, festivals and events, write a short summary (at 
least one paragraph long) of the talk -- include links to a short bio of the speaker or webpage of the event -- 
and add your own comments on how this event links with something we've discussed in class. 

3. When you are ready to write an entry, draft a summary of the main points of the reading selection or your 
observation of a community. Title your entry so that it shows exactly what you are addressing (a class-
required or outside reading, course activity or a community observation). 

4. If you do not understand a particular part of a text, quote the portion of the reading which you are having 
difficulty interpreting for yourself and post it as a question to your team member(s). If you don't know a 
word in the text or if the author is using the word in a new way which you think is important, quote the 
sentence and underline the word. This is a good way to get your team members to learn more effectively 
too since they might not have noticed something that you did!  

5. When you have completed the summary and/or quotations, review it and the section you are reading once 
again. Now begin (in the same entry) a new section – you can label it in your mind as the section now for 
"Critical Thinking."  In this part you will write about what you think about the section or your summary. 
These comments may be in the form of questions about what the author is saying or connections you can 
make with other things you have read or other examples of the point the author is making or speculations 
about where the author is going with the thought process. If you write down questions about parts you 
don't understand, then, later as your reading continues you may return to those questions and find that, 
after further reading, you do know the answers. Use this section of the journal to react intellectually (or 
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emotionally) to something you’ve been reading and to reflect on its meaning. Define any terms or words 
which the author seems to be using in a special or unusual way. If they seem important, define words that 
you do not know.  Be sure and use tags to help define and categorize your post. 

6. When you have finished, read at least two of your classmates' summaries and add your comments, 
questions, and/or reflections. Add any new thoughts that you have from this new perspective of reading 
your classmates' reflections.  

7. Analyze the effectiveness of the process for that week's blog entries and add this as an additional comment 
in your own blog. Each week's entries needs to have a summary of this sort, ideally under a new title that 
emphasizes that you are looking back and reflecting on what’s happened so far.  Good critical thinking is the 
ability to think about one's own thinking in such a way as to recognize its strengths and weaknesses and, as 
a result, to recast the thinking in improved form. This journal will record your work in this vital part of your 
college education. 

***** Journal Evaluation Checklist per Posting *****  

Points 
Possible 

Points  
Criteria 

1 Completion: How complete/thorough is the journal? Have you read all assigned selections 
and written in the journal about all of the experiences you’ve encountered or the main points 
of the readings? 

2 Critical Thinking: Have you delved into the class materials and international media coverage 
as far as you can? Are the thoughts/reactions/questions contained in the journal reflective of 
college-level academic work? Have you made a good faith effort to complete this 
assignment's requirements for higher level thinking? 

1 Technique: Have you tried to use all of the techniques suggested in the guidelines? Did your 
entries include each of the following? summary of an experience or reading selection; term 
definitions; quotations, clippings, images or short videos; other examples of what the author 
means; speculations about an author's thesis; comments/reactions/reflections (both 
intellectual and emotional); questions; connecting with class work or community 
observations; other readings; analysis of the reading/journal process overall 

Second Life Project – 40% of total grade 

The Second Life Research Project will be a combination of individual and group work. Your grade for this project 
is broken down into the following elements: 
1. Each student will find and interview avatars in Second Life using TagPad to keep field notes and to record 

interviewee voices (when applicable) 
2. Each student will post entries to the class blog using his/her Second Life avatar name and keep a weekly 

working journal there with photos, videos, links and observations (usually between 250-500 words per 
week) documenting ongoing research. 

3. Students join research teams of 3-5 students each and a “team page” created on the course site. 
4. Articulate a plan of study for your group and put it on the class site. Include the following:  

 Your team members and SL names. 

 The particular community your group wants to study (name, SL coordinates also known as a SLurl). 

 A list of 3 topics of interest about the community that you will explore. Explain and justify.  

 A list of 4 interviewees (or if not by name, indicate the type of interviewee you need to engage) with 
potential topics of foci for your interviews. Explain and justify.  
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 A work plan for the research project should be posted to the group page on the wiki. Include plans for 
observation time in world and how each team member will contribute, clearly indicating how the plan 
relates to various aspects of the topics of interest. 

4. Prepare an interesting presentation on your own fieldwork as part of a draft for the final group 
presentation. On the day of your presentation, you must submit a completed evaluation form for each of 
your group’s members (including yourself) assessing their contribution to the group effort. 

Protection of Human Subjects Procedures (HSP) in Second Life: Although we are not conducting formal 
research in this class, we will treat human subjects as though we are. Therefore, we expect all students to: 

 Uphold Second Life community standards in all contact with residents 
(http://secondlife.com/corporate/cs.php).  

 Uphold Second Life terms of service with regard to conduct of users, intellectual property rights and 
other matters in the agreement (http://secondlife.com/corporate/tos.php?lang=en-US).  

 Create a HSP handout carried by every student as a notecard offered to any avatar who inquires as to 
the research work/researcher’s presence (model attached below).  

 Maintain subject confidentiality in data management (coded names, etc) from informal conversations.  
 Students may not copy and save transcripts of talk from avatars with whom they have not gotten 

permission (and who haven’t been given an HSP handout).  
 Students may not use camera controls to see through objects and into spaces where they are not co-

present with the subjects.  
 Block out avatar names and blur faces in cases of publishing photos of subjects without their permission.  
 Review the Association of Internet Researchers ethical research document - 

www.aoir.org/reports/ethics.pd 

******************* 
Notecard to use in Second Life 
My name is _________________________/_____________________.  

I am an undergraduate student enrolled in an A&S Wired class as part of a first-year Living Learning Community at the 
University of Kentucky in Lexington, Kentucky, USA. We are learning to do field research in Second Life.  

My observations are merely descriptive: I’ll take notes about what I see and I may summarize those notes in class 
presentations or on my web-blog about this research. The blog is found at: <http://ukshadowlight.wordpress.com>.  

I will not record or publish either the SL or RL name of any avatar/person. Any observations about avatars or recording of 
their talk transcripts would take place only after having obtained the explicit permission (in text chat) of that avatar/person 
and would only happen after the name of the avatar had been changed to protect your privacy. I will ask you if I can have 
your permission to use your talk as an exercise in learning about observing and taking notes.  

At the start of our interview, I will ask you if I have your informed consent to continue; you may withdraw or give 
permission. I will be recording our conversation and will either keep an audio file or copy out parts of the chat transcript 
from our conversations/interviews. When I do, I will change/code your name so that there is no recorded connection 
between you/your avatar and the data. Any pictures taken in SL, that serve as explanatory information and which might 
include avatars, will be modified so that avatar names and identifying characteristics are blurred/blocked. You may choose 
to withdraw at any time without penalty by simply telling me you wish to stop.   

If you have questions regarding the study, you can contact my professor, Bella Yan inworld -- or in real life, Dr. Randolph 
Hollingsworth, dolph@uky.edu.  

***** Interview questions *****  
Do you read English clearly enough to understand this form and to respond?  
Do you have any questions of me about my project?  
May I observe your behavior in this setting and make notes about it as part of a class exercise (rather than data 
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collection for analysis or publication)?  
May I transcribe or copy your conversation in this location and keep it as data (remembering that I will 
immediately change the name attached so that the data cannot be connected to your avatar or person)?  
May I practice learning to do field research on your land? Thank you for your time and consideration of my 
requests.  

Fieldwork and Research: What you do depends on the situation and your skills, interests, needs and point of 
view. Since your research takes place among real human beings, you must be open about what this project is 
about and be sure that the research does not harm or exploit those among whom the research is done. Once 
you start taking field notes, meet at least once with either one of the instructors to make sure your field notes 
are going to be adequate for your fieldwork proposal. Here are some general guidelines for conducting your 
fieldwork: 

 Make your research goals clear to the members of the community where you undertake your research 
and gain the informed consent of your consultants to the research before you start; it is also important 
to learn whether the group would prefer to be named in the written report of the research or given a 
pseudonym and to offer the results of the research if the informants would like to read it. 

 Be descriptive when writing field notes. 
 Gather a variety of information from different perspectives. Select key informants wisely and use the 

results of their interviews carefully, keeping in mind that their perspectives are limited. 
 Gather different kinds of data (cross-validate and triangulate); thinking carefully about your participants 

and how they function and asking questions of your informants helps to decide what kinds of 
documents might be available.  Possible documents include advertisements, annual reports, memos, 
correspondence and budgets, informational brochures and newsletters; recruitment or orientation 
packets, meeting minutes, menus.  Remember that privacy or copyright issues may apply to the 
documents gathered, so it is important to inquire about this when you find or are given documents.  Cite 
documents appropriately and include in a bibliography. 

 Use quotations and images so to represent community participants in their own terms - capture their 
views of their own experiences in their own words. 

 Be aware of and sensitive to the different stages of field work: 
o Entry: build trust and rapport with community members - remember that you as the researcher-

observer is also being observed and evaluated; be disciplined and conscientious in taking 
detailed field notes at all stages of fieldwork; be as involved as possible in experiencing the 
observed setting as fully as possible while maintaining an analytical perspective grounded in the 
purpose of the fieldwork; 

o Middle-Phase: routine observations continue but it's easy to skip the details, stay alert and 
disciplined to make sure field notes are descriptive and clear; clearly separate description from 
interpretation and judgment; include in your field notes and observations/reports of your own 
experiences, thoughts and feelings - these are also field data; 

o Conclusion: focus on pulling together a useful synthesis as fieldwork draws to a close; provide 
formative feedback as part of the verification process of fieldwork (time that feedback carefully 
and observe its impact). 

There is no one right way of interviewing, no single correct format that is appropriate for all situations, and no 
single way of wording questions that will always work.  The particular situation, the needs of the interviewee, 
and the personal style of the interviewer all come together to create a unique situation for each interview.  
Therein lie the challenges of "depth" interviewing: situation responsiveness and sensitivity to get the best data 
possible.  There are different kinds of information one can collect through depth interviews: behavioral data; 
opinions; feelings; knowledge; sensory data; and background information.  Use the library and gather real data 
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before you begin interviewing community members so that your questions are crafted not just for discovery but 
also for understanding. 
  
Here are some guidelines to consider: 
 From planning through data collection to analysis, keep centered on the purpose of the research endeavor. 

Let that purpose guide the interviewing process.  
 Provide a framework within which respondents can express their own understandings in their own terms.  
 Decide which of the different types of interviews (or combination of types) that is most appropriate to the 

purposes of your fieldwork research:  
 informal, conversational interview  
 interview guide approach  
 standardized open-ended interview 

 Think about and plan how different kinds of questions can be most appropriately sequenced for each 
interview topic, including past, present and future questions.  

 PRACTICE INTERVIEWING FIRST and develop your skills before you use them in the field.  That way you can 
actually enjoy the interviewing process and feel more prepared.  

 Establish personal rapport with your interviewee and a sense of mutual interest; treat the person being 
interviewed with respect; be sure to maintain neutrality toward the specific content of responses (you are 
there to collect information not to make judgments about that person).  

 Ask truly open-ended questions; avoid "leading" questions that suggest to the interviewee particular 
answers are wanted by you; be clear (using understandable and appropriate language).  

 Use probes and follow-up questions to solicit depth and detail; but remember to ask only one question at a 
time - listen attentively and respond appropriately to let the person know he or she is being heard.  

 Observe while interviewing; record whenever possible to capture full and exact quotations for analysis and 
reporting but take notes also to capture and highlight major points; maintain control of the interview's 
progress.  

 As soon as possible after the interview check the recording for malfunctions; review notes for clarity; 
elaborate where necessary; and record observations as part of the field notations. 

  
Analysis and Interpretation: Remember that you are a like a detective looking for trends and patterns that 
occur across the various members of the community or within individuals. This data reduction strategy begins 
with assembling the raw materials and getting an overview or total picture of the entire data on one extreme 
and interpretative comments on the other. Analysis is the process of bringing order to the data, organizing what 
is there into patterns, categories and basic descriptive units. The analysis process involves consideration of 
words, tone, context, non-verbals, internal consistency, frequency, extensiveness, intensity, specificity of 
responses and big ideas. Interpretation comes with attaching meaning and significance to the analysis. This 
means you are now working to explain descriptive patterns, looking for relationships and linkages among 
descriptive dimensions, in order to report your interpretations and conclusions. 
 
Presentation of Findings: Writing a summary of the research results will be difficult because of the need to 
balance the descriptions of the community, your analysis and interpretations. Include a full annotated 
bibliography using MLA Style guidelines for the web. Check with the Writing Center to make sure your summary 
is presented appropriately. An oral presentation, complete with audio-visual support, should take no more than 
10 minutes, and conclude in time to participate with the class for 5-10 minutes in discussion about what the 
findings mean for us here in A&S Wired. 
 
PROJECT PRESENTATION - 20% of grade 
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Students will choose affinity group members of 3-5 to create a Showcase presentation: a multimedia 
presentation (slides, video and/or images or online creations/environments), whatever the group determines is 
the best way to share the data they have learned about the virtual community. The entire group must 
participate in the presentation.  Active participation in this presentation for the UK community is required to 
complete the assignment. The Showcase is intended to demonstrate to the University community - students, 
faculty, and administration, as well as prospective students the high quality of your research and collaboration. 
(NOTE: The presentation might be videotaped and your image or work can be used only with your permission.)  

PRESENTATION GRADING CHECKLIST 

CLARITY (10%):  

 Introduction of Team and Projects (overall topic and logic underlying the combination) 

 Body of Presentation - main points expressed - key terms/names from the readings 
used - specific examples from observations used 

 Conclusion 

PRESENTATION (10%):  

 Use of original and appropriate audio-visuals 

 Creativity demonstrated 

 Audience's attention gained and interest kept 
 

SOME SUGGESTED PARTICIPATION ROLES FOR AN EFFECTIVE WORKGROUP  

Taskmanager:  helps start discussion, organizes group   

Quality checker:  keeps group posted on how well they are attaining their goals, points out weaknesses in process and/or 

content     

Scribe:  keeps notes on all "content-oriented" contributions by group members during a discussion, asks for additional 

information or definition of terms, raises questions about previous contributions   

Initiator:  introduces new ideas, raises new questions not immediately apparent from the text or assignment directions   

Arbitrator:  keeps notes on who is doing what roles (above) and then leads a discussion after the group work on how the 

group worked together to succeed at LEARNING the material and DEMONSTRATING their new understandings -- 

this might mean resolving conflict, noting who is being left out of conversations, or helping group members accept 

or tolerate opposing views in order to negotiate a compromise.   

   

****************************** 

PEER EVALUATION SHEET   

______________________, my peer and teammate, has shown the following desired behaviors:  (add comments in space 

provided or your judgment won't be counted)   

   

  (5)       (3)          (1)   
Often / Sometimes/ Rarely   

 

Respect for the group, e.g., openminded; willing to cooperate; helping communication to stay 

open by using supportive statements and nonverbals; give observations to show objective 

perspective; attending; help group stay on task; being patient   

___  /   ___   /  ___  Comments:   

 

Participating constructively toward work assigned, e.g., being outspoken; offering other/outside 

resources for all to use   

___  /   ___   /  ___  Comments:   

 

Kept high standards in group projects, e.g., searched for needed info as supporting evidence, came 

prepared   

___  /   ___   /  ___  Comments:   
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 Percentage points awarded (out of 5 possible): ________   

 


